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OLD POSTAGE STAMPS

PHILATELISTS WHO GATHER THEM
NUMEROUS AND ENTHUSIASTIC,

Fortunes in Cellections—High Priced
Stamps—Rare U. S, Issues—Varieties
Not Sold to the Publie.

An 0ld and often dirty postage stamp is
not to the average man either a thing of
Peauty or a joy forever, but to the phila-
telist it s Loth, at least if it be a rare
variety. Philatelist is a word that has oniy
Jately received recognition by the standard
dictionaries; & means one who makes a col-
jJection of stamyps, and designates a class
numerous throughout the world, but es-
pecially so in the United States. To the
umnitiated it seems almost incredible that
this hobby possesses at l-ast fifty Amer-
fcan periodicals devoted entirely to its in-
terests; that it supports dealers in nearly
every city whose sole occupation it is to
buy and sell stamps for ecollections, some
of them claiming sales aggregating $100,000
"yearly, and that it sustains a half dozen
national socleties with large memberships;
yet all this is true,

And talk about cranks! Your genuine
stamp fiend (for so he has been nicknamed)
cotld give points to the baseball or bi-
cycle enthusiast and beat him so badly
that the latter's zeal would seem of an
drctic temperature. But, after all, he s
not & bad sort of a fel'ow, There is no
disputing about tastes, a..d there is some-
thing about the postage stamp that gives
It great fascination as the )bject of collec-
tion. This 1s shown by tr: widely varied
classes whence these phllat lists are drawn.,
The iarger number of them is made of
scheoluoys, but wealthy business men,
clergymen, lawyers and physicians are
often found to be devoted tc the pursuit.
The royal families of the world contribute
not a few collectors, among them the King
of Slam, the girl Queen of Holland and
the Duke of Edinburgh.

The finest colleci!on ever gathercd was
that of the late T. A. Tapling, a former
member of the English House of Commons.
This pursuit engrossed much of his time,
and he had at least one clerk constantly
employed In aitending to his philatelic cor-
respondence. Mr. Tapling left his stamps,
estimated to be worth 50000, to the
British Museum, where they are now ex-
hibi M. Phillipe von Ferrapy, of Paris,
son of the late Duchess of Galllera, % the
prince~of living stamp collectors. He 1{s
& man of great wealth, and has spent
enormous sums in the pursuit of this
hobby. Competent judges have estimated
his collections to be worth from §00,000 to
$,000,000. They are carefully preserved In
& steel room, thoroughly fire and burglar
proof.

There are also many valuable collections
in this country, although none that Tival
the ories just mentioned. The late A. Ger-
ald Hull, milllonaire broker and capitalist,
possessed one of the best of them. By his
will it came into possession of his fifteen-
year-old daughter, who is said to have re-
fused $47,000 offered for it by a New York
deéaler, It has been estimated that their
present rata of Increase will cause these
stamps to more than double in value by
the time this young lady comes of age.
Not a bad Investment; government bonds
would not prove half as profitable, if this
calculation is correct.

Both George and F'win Gould have fig-
ured as philatelists, « 4@ bought some val-
uable stamps in the. - time, but the pres-
ent status of their ¢ 'ections is not known
to the public.

~—There are betaeen three and four hun-

dred separate countries and colonies that
either do issue, or have issued, postage
stamps, and the total number of regular
varieties recognized is closa to thirty thou-
sand. By far the larger part of these bring
but trilling prices as objects of collection
when cancelled. A thousand of the com-
moner varieties from the whole world may
be bought for $10 or less, and not one-half
of the number catalogued will bring as
much as 5 cents each.

HIGH-PRICED STAMPS.

The large sums represented by the great
eollections mentioned are mainly invested
in a few varietics that are held at enor-
mous prices. Costliest, perhaps, amongst
these are the first two stamps issued by
tiie Brillsh colony of Mauritius, specimens
¢f the pair recently brought .40 at a
stamp auction held in London.

An amusing item about one of these fa-
mous stamps went the rounds of the press
& year or two ago, and well satirized the
extreme devotion of philatelists to their
hobby. An En:- ! *h collector advertised:
“Wanted--To m the acquaintance of a
young. lady stam ;. collector, and not averse
10 matrimony. she must also possess a
specimen of the Maritius two-penny blue
of first issve.” Notice the beautiful biend-
fng of amorousness and philatolic zeal.

Several early stamps of British Guinea
bring from $30 to $L000 each. The Sand-
wich islands, Moldavia and Afghanistan are
also credited with some, great rarities.

There are probably some hundreds of reg-
ular varieties that would bring over 00
each, and besides these there is no end of
freaks and oddities, that is, stamps printed
in the wrong colors, on unusual paper, or
something of the kind, enabling them to
command extrav:gant prices,

The market value of a stamp depends
solely, of course, upon the law of demand
and supply. Many of the oldest issues
are not rare, because so0o many of them
were manufactured, and are yet preserved.
For instance, a specimen of the first ad-
besive stamp, which was issued by Eng-
land in 188, may be purchased for three
cents, On the other hand, certain varieties
that are not really very scarce bring high-
eér prices than gheir comparative rarity
would warrant, because there Is some spe-
clal demand for them. This is the case
with the larger number of Issues of our
own country. Most American collectors
make a speclalty of these, and so, in obedl-
ence to their extensive demand, United
States stamps bring, in general, higher
prices than equally rare ones of other
coutries. Our first regular issue was made
in 1847, but two or three years beforé that
time the tmasters of several cities
adopted ps of their own to certify
that postage had been prepald, Nearly all
of these locals command very high prices.
One issued at New Haven s held at $2,500;
m}mr. belonging to Millbury, at $1.,000,
and a Brattlehoro local at $£€00. Only a
specimen or two from New York and Prov-
idence can be bought as low as five dollars.

Tater government issues of the United
Btates are num:rous, and Include many va-
rieties of conswderable rarity. Amongst
them are the ninety-eight departmental
‘Stamps of 1573, which continued in use but
& few years, being then superseded by the
present penalty envelopes. Stamps of the
Treasury, War and Postoffice Departments
are rather common, but the executive
stamps for the Presidént's use, and those
of the Navy, Justice and State Departments
are mostly rare to-day. The issue of the
department last named embraced two, five,
ten and twenty-dollar values, of which the
fve I8 the scarcest stamp ever issued by
the goverrment. It has brought nearly
$10 at auction.

"HIGH DENOMINATIONS.

Comparatively few know that we issue
stamps of higher depominations than any
other country in the world. They are the
newspaprer and pecgiodical emissions, which
range through a set of twenty-five denomi-
pations 30 1 cent to $0 in face value,
end dre amongst the most beautiful stamps
In existence. These are not sold to the pub-
ke, but only used by postmasters, who aflix
* 210 blank forms im amounts equal to
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dealers on second-class matter, then can-
cel and forward them to Washington, where
they are destroyed. As a consequence these
stamps can only surreptitously come into
the possession -of collectors. Bat a large
number of them Is constantly found on the
philatelic market; the results, it is supposed
of postoffice thefts and the complaisance
of certaln postmasters who sell these
coveted labels to friends despite the law.

The recent Columbian stamps have ex-
cited more interest than any others ever
issued In this country. They have been
much criticised, and have almost taken
rank with the mother-in-law and other
standbys as butts of journalistic wit. But
it cannot be denled that they were beauti-
ful. They have also proved a profitable
venture for Uncle Sam. It is estimated
that a million dollars’ worthr of them, un-
cancelled, has been taken by collectors,
‘which represents that much clear gain to
the Postofice Department.

Many other countries have lately issued
commemorative stamps. A haif dozen South
and Central American ceuntries have their
Columbia sets, more or less closely pat-
terned after ours. Then, too, Japan cele-
braied the recent silver wedding of the Em-
peror by a special set of stamps; Hong
Kong and Shanghal have their jubilee is-
sues after fifty years' continuance of their
present forms of municipal government,
and Portugal has gone the quarto-centen-
nial Columblan celebratioas one betier, and
has an elaborately designed set of stamps
to celebrate the flve-hundredth anniversary
of the earliest expedition sent out from her
shores for discovery.

Most countries use characteristie and
often artistic designs upon thelr ordinary
stamps, so that the beauty of a well-ar-
ranged collection of thesa in part explains
the popularity of the hobby. It Is said that
many artists whe are not philatelists In
the ordinary sense, yet gather the more
beautiful stamps unused that they may
study their designs.

The main element in the popularity of
phllately is, however, its human interest.
Postage stamps are a good ruanning com-
mentary on modern history and geography.
They teach little directly about these
things, but powerfully stimulat® curiosity
and interest concerning them. It is a rare
thing to find a collector who does not pos-
8es8 a greater than ordinary fund of Infor-
mation about these matters.

As befere mentioned, stamps were first
Issued by England in 1840. It ig true that
as far back as 1653 something that has been
called a stamp was for a short time used
on letters to indlcate that postage had been
prepaid, but for all practical purposes
stamps were really invenied by Sir Row-
land HIll and flist used in the yvear men-
tioned. Stamp coilectors first appear on the
theater of history ten years later, and have
constantly increased In numbers during all
the time since that date. Lately the influ-
ence of philately in stimulating the young,
especiaily, to take interest In modern his-
tory and geography has been more widely
recognized, gnd the pursult is generally fa-
vorad on that account by parents and edu-
cators. Ii is therefore not too much to pre-
dict that this, alreadv probably the most
generally practiced form of collecting, will
continue to increase the number of its de-
volees.

AGAINST CHINESE PIRATES,

A Story of Adventure Told of n Bos-
ton Hoy.
Youth's Companion.

’

“Always go straight forward, and If you
meet the devil cut him in two and go be-
tween the pleces.” A Bostpn boy. thirteen
years old, dellcately brought up, was going
to sea, and this was the advice given him
by an older cousin who had been to sea
before him.- The older cousin was Mr.
James Sturgis. “He was a man of marked
character,” says Mr. Jullan Sturgis, “‘but it
seemrs to me that to be a man of marked
character was, perhaps, to be a typical New
Englander.” He was bora at Barnstable, on
Cape Cod, went to sea at sixteen, and was
soon in command of a ship.

His voyages to China ard India were
among the first which opened that Boston
commerce with the East, which grew
strong and brought a curious glow of the
Orient into gray New England homes, As
a young captain In command of the Ata-
huvalpa, which beionged to Mr. Theodore
Lyman, he was thce hero of an adventure
which was famous at the time.

The ship had been used in trade with the
Indians of the great Northwest, and for
that adventurous service had been plercad
for muskeiry and provided with four six-
pounders. She was now to be sent to China,
and her owner ordered the cannon to be
left at home, but Captain Sturgis took
them, and it was well ‘r

When, after a long voyage, he reached
Macao roads, he ancnor in a dead calm.
Presently he saw a fleet of junks floating
down upon him. To satisfy a passenger,
who showed some anxiety, he ordered a
shot to be thrown across the leading junk,
which he took to be the first of a fleet of
peaceful flef«ermen.

On came the fleet of Chinamen—for the
junks were those of the desperate pirate
Apootsae. The cable was slipped, and the
Atahualpa began to move shoreward be-
fore a light breeze that had sprung up.
But the junks were upon her: and ﬁ-am
the first of them the swairmin savages
tried with long poles and the pilot's hook
to catch the end of her spanker boom, and
only just failed. Then at close quarters
the captain worked his four small cannon
and every musket on board, while the
junks crowded about his ship with fearful
z;en‘:. firing jingalls and fire Ils upon her
ec 4 i

The cruelty of these Chinese pirates was
well known, and Captain Sturgis had a
barrel of powder ready, with which he
told his crew he would blow them =zll up
if_the pirates got possession of the ship.

In the meantime he plied their crowded
junks at short pistol shot with cannon
and musketry, and with deadly effect.

Slowly his ship moved landward with
its swarm of savage enemles, To those
on shore its fate seemed certain, and they
tried to hold by force the first mate,
Daniel Bacon, who had been sent from
the ship when there was rno thought of
danger.

But the gallant scaman tore himself
from their hands, and, with his small
boat's crew, rowed at full speed to re-
join his beleaguiered ship and share her
fate, He and his men were got on hoard
while vet the battle raged, and now the
good ship was within range of the Macao
forts, which began to throw their shot
also among the eager pirates. The junks
drew away and the Atahualpa drifted
into harbor.

When the captain got back to Boston
with his ship safe and svund there were
many praises for his gallant conduct, we
may be sure. But Mr., Lyman, the owner,
reproved his captain’'s disobedience in tak-
inz the cannon against orders, and made
him pay freight on them. “Obey orders
if you break owners,” was the duty of a
commander, and the same “Puritan grim-
ness'” that made the captain fight so
stubbornly forbade Mr. Lyman to condone
a disobedience simply because it had
turned out welil.

Sending Cablegrams,
Harper's Young People.

There is a popular impression that cable-
grams are sent by hand, as are telegrams,
and that they are received in a dark room
by signals that flash upon a screen. Such
used to be the method of thoir transmis.
sion, but that has now been superseded by
a better cne.

It was found impracticable to transmit
printed characters. The four vertical or
nearly vertical lines that make our M
could not be sent, but two horizontal lines,
thus, — —, could be; and, after all, the
marks that are set down for this and that
sound of the lips and vorcal organs are
wholly arbdirary. T'wo horizontal lines are
just as appropriate for the sound represent-
ed by the thirteenth letter of the alphab:t
as four nearly perpendicular ones, and they
answer tae purpose just as well when all
know what is intended. !

In devising practicable signs for the let-
ters two systems were made. One of these
systems I8 In use throughout all America
and Canada, and the other system through-
out the remainder of the world. The United
States and Canadiap lines, therefore, stand
apart from all other lines in the world
in the matter of a telexra.gh alprabet.

The differencs between these alphabets is
solely in the empioyment of the space be-
tween the parts of one and the same let-
ter. For eéxample, the lotter y s .. ..
There are four points or dots, but they are
separated by a space. That s the Amer-
fcan Y. It was rejected by the Europeans
on the ground that it'would be liable to
confusion with parts of preceding or fol-
lowing letters, and . —— put Iin s
place. As a matter of practice, however,
no more mistakes occur with one systen
than with the other, while the simerican
has the vast advantags of belng about 20
per cent, shorter, and therefore to that
extent faster. Other lettersz in which the
systems differ are F, J, L, O, P, Q R, X
u.mz..qm letters are alike in
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ON AN AFRICAN FARM |

THE HBUSINESS OF RAISING 0S-
TRICHES FOR THEIR FEATHERS,

How the Wild Birds Are Caught and
Tamed—Savage Creatures That
Ofte:. Attack the Farmers,

Strand Magazine,

South Africa is a country unlike any oth-
er on the globe., The general character is
flat and sandy, relieved only by long, low,
rocky sierras. These mountain ranges aie
the salvation of the landscape. Their crag-
By outlines are carved into a thousand
abrupt and striking forms, their heads are
constantly haunted by low-lying clouds of
vapor, which the contending sun and wind
draw together and disperse. Their sides are
hollowed into ravines, or “kioofs,” and

painted by the clear distance into a perfect
argosy of changing hues. The apparently
parched and sandy flats are covered by dif-
ferent varieties of dwarf bush, which are
nibbled by the sheep.

A dry and arid prospect, and it is hard to
conceive every indh of it is loaded below
with vegetable life ready to shoot after the
first rains of spring into a wealth of ver-
dant grasses. Here and there dotted about
on these flats can be seen the white farm
buildings nestling among the trees — an
oasis in the desert, in fact., These green
Spots ¢an be seen for milés and miles away,
with the whitewashed builldings glittering in
the sun. Foliage is only to be Reen around
the homesteads and occaslonaidly at an iso-
lated fountain. The wveldt all around is
cheeriess and naked, without so much as
a rag of vegetation to cover it, and the
eye hungers (or a tree; the bones or stonss
stick painfully out, a sight for the geolo-
gist, not-the artist. v

You arrive at the homesrwead, a square,
red brick bullding, with a slgh of relief,
and glad to be out of the blinding glare
and sardy plain. On every homestead the
same iamiliar sights meet the eye. On
the one side of the house stand the kraals;
on the other the shed and wagon house.
In front stands the dam, adjoining the
vegetable garden and lands, with further
away the camp Behind the house are
the chalf house, tramp floor and butcher
shop, where the niggers are rationed. In
the camp run the large stock, cattle, os-
triches and horses; and on the flats and
mountains the sheep and goads. In this
article 1 shall confine my remarks to os-
triches.

To our friends at home the ostrich is the
center of interest in South African farm-
ing, and it is the ostrich alone that excites
every one's curiosity and makes them take
an interest in the life. So let me here
give you some idea of the birds, with their
ways and manner of conducting themselves
when domesticated.

A well-fenced and secure inclosure is a
luxury in the colony, aad is only to be
met .vith on the wealthier farms, the own-
ers of which can afford to keep them in re-
palr, and to place jn them stock of the
more expensgive kinds,

Every ustrich farmer has his camp, which
varies In slze considerably, from 3,000 to
8,000 acres, and in it he Keeps his 300 or 50
birds, as well as a few cattle and horses.
A camp is always selected as being the
best piece of grazing ground on the farm,
and capable of holding more gtock in wro-
portion than any other part of the farm,
Here the birds remain year in and year
out, and are only collected and brought to-
gether, on the average, once every four
months,

These occasions are, let us say, in June,
to pluck the prime feathers., By these we
mean the long whites, numbering from
eighteen to twenty in each wing, eight or
nine fancy feathers and a few long blacks,
all taken at the same time. Four months
later the stumps of these feathers are
drawn out, and two months later again—
that is, six months after the primes—the
ﬂhurt‘ blacks and tall feathers are taken.
Of these it is impossible to give any ac-
curate number, As a rule, you pluck as
many as possible without inflicting pain
on the bird, and at the same tlme leaving

enough to keep out the cold.
WILD BIRDS TIMID.

An ostrich, like most other animals, In its
wild state s terribly afraid of man qr of
any unfamiliar sight, and flees at the ap-
pearance of anything new to its ken. When
domesticated it becomes docile, and after
a time assumes a position of authority and
becomes master of the situation. From
June up to September, or, in fact, till
Christmas, thousands of chicks are reared
every year, an® thousands m>et with death
évery Yyear from-* some sort of accident.

Chicks up to twelve months old die from
various maladies, but seldom after they
are full grown are they the victims of any
sickness, death usually resulting from a
broken leg, killed fighting, or from scar-
city of food in times of drought.

The nest of an ostrich is a very erude
affalr, consisting simply of a round hollow
carved out in the sandy ground. Some-
times the female bird may be seen seratch-
ing in the ground preparatory to laying her
first egg; but this is not often the case,
the hollow generally being made by the
continuous sitting of the hirds on the one
spot. One pair of birds will lay from ten
o twenty eggs; but, as 1s often the case,
three or four birds will lay in the one
nest, thus making the number of eggs up to
seventy or eighty. These, of course, have
to be weeded out, as & bird cannot com-
fortably cover more than sixteen eggs.
the remainder being thrown on one side
and left to decay,

Forty-four days is the recognized time to
allow for hatching. When a nest is hatched
out the family are taken out of the camp
and brought to the homestead to be tamed,
where they come in econtinual contact with
the farm hands, and are housed at night
out of the reach of wild animals, During
the summer months they will do well, but
in winter, when food becomes scarcer, must
be fed morning and evening on barley or
rape.

* s during the breeding season that thes

ie becomes so savage, and his note of
deflunce—"brooming."” as the Dutch call it
~i8 heard night and day. The bird inflates
his neck in a cobra-llke fashion and gives
utterance to three deep roars. The first two
are short, but the third very prolonged.
I.ion hunters all agree In asserting that
the roar of the king of beasts and the most
foollsh of birds resemble one another al-
most exactly. When the birds are properly
savage they become a great source of
amusement—or, as some think, of danger.
Certainly, to be overtaken all on a sudden
withou{ time for preparation by a cheeky
bird Is one of the greatest i{lls flesh is heir
to, and might result disastrously to the un-
initiated, but old hands are always all
there on an emergency.

Undoubtedly the best weapon—barring a
wire fence—is a good stout stick or blunt
ﬁitnht‘ork. As a rule, if a bird means to

ave your life or die in the attempt, he
charges from about thirty yards, when you
recgive him at the bayonet's point. He
rushes at you with flashing eyes, looking
the very embodiment of fury. Drawing
himself up to a height of ten feet or more,
with wings outstretched and hissing like
a cobra, he makes: four or five strikes.
You retreat a pace or two, =20 as to avoid
the fork pilercing through his neck, and
hold himg off at srm's length till he learns
that his efforts are useless. Drawing the
fork sharply away, you strike him a blow
on the neck, rendering him insensible and
taking away his breath. This quiets him
for a while, till he recovers from hig be-
wilderment and makes a fresh charge,
when the fork is again presented,

'FIERCE FIGHTERS.

A writer in the Strand Magazine says
that he has seen a bird so savage as to
charge scven times in fifteen minutes,
twice; receiving the prongs of the fork
through his neck. On horseback one is

even more obnoxious to an ostrich than on
foot, but, so long as the horse is not afraid

and will stand up to the bird, there is no
fear of an accident. As he charges take
care to have your horse well in hand,

and as the bird makes his first strike,

catch him by the neck and hold on for
all vou're worth, till the bird becomes ex-
hansted from want of breath and falls
The female bird is seldom wviclous. Whexn
she has a nest or brood of young chicks
one must be prepared, but her manner of
charging and whele demeanor is a very
mild affair compared to the male's.

What would result supposing three or
four birds tackled you at once? It is a
ve rare occurrence for more than one
bu:f to charge at a time, Should three or
four male birds all Imagine at one particu-
lar moment that you are the meat of
each one of them separately, they first of
all tackle one another, the conqueror fight-
ing you.

Collecting birds for plucking iz always a
great day on the farm, Orders are given
over night to the Kaflirs and Hottentots
to catch every avallaple riding horse and
have them saddled up and ready next
mﬂrnlnp at sunrise. This 4 done, and
every ‘boy” on the farm who can find a
horse is mounted, and a regular calvacade
enters the camp under the wperlntmd;
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WHEN THE FROST IS ON THE
PUNKIN,

When the frost is on the punkin and the
fodder's in the shock,

‘And you hear the kyouck and gobble of the
struttin’ tur -cock,

And the clackin’ the guineys, and the
cluckin' of the hens,

And the rooster’s hallylooyer as he tiptoes
on the fence;

O its then's the times a feller is a-feelin’
at his best,

With i?-?l:t rifsin' suadto greet him from a
n of peace

As he leaves the house, headed, aad
goes out to feed the stock,

When the frost is on the punkin and the
fodder's in the shock.

They's somefhing kindo' harty-like about
the atmosfere

When the heat of summer’s over and the
coalin' fall is here—

Of course we miss the flowers, and blos-
some on the trees,

And the mumble of the hummin’-birds and
the buzzin® of the bees;

But the air’}:.t rt:hox‘l:t u;t.n'; and the land-
Bcape t e ZzZe .

Of a crisp and sunny morning of the airly
autumn dayvs .

Is a pictur’ e;;hat no painter has the colorin
to mock—

When the frost i= on the punkin and the
fodder’s in the shock,

HOOSIER POE
CIGAR [o=]

JOHN RAUCH, Manufacturer, Indianapolis.

The husky, rusty russel of ihe tossels of
the corn,

And the raspin of the tangled leaves, as
golden as the morn; <

The stubble in the furries—kindo' lone-
some-like, but still

A-preachin' sermuns to us of the barns
they growed to fill;

The stmwatackmin iht:f medder, and the
Jeaper in the -

The 'anges in theyr stalls below—the clover
overhead!— » ;

O it sets my hart a-clickin’ like the tickin
of a clock,

When the frost is on the punkin and the

fodder's in the shock

Then your apples all Is gethered, and the
ones a leller keeps

Is poured around the celler-floor in red and
yveller heaps;

And your cider-makin's over, and your
wimmern-folks is through

With their mince and a e-butter,
theyr souse and saussage, 100;,—

I don't know t:‘ow to tell it—but ef sich a
thing could be

As the angels wantin' boardin’, and they'd
call aroung on me—

I'd want to 'commodate 'em—all the whole
indurin® flock,

When the frost {8 on the punkin and the

and
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fodder's in the shock!
—James Whitcomb Riley.
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ence of “De Boesa van de Plaats,”
master of the farm.

They split up into parties of two each,
and start off in different directions to
drive up the birds from the remote spots
to which tirey. have wandered. Warfare,
of course, is largely indulged In. It is im-
material to an ostrich if there be one or
fifty against him, he fights just as merrily.

There exists a traveler’s tale at home
that, as spon as an ostrich catches sight of
a human being, he turns tail and bolts in
an opposite direction to hide his head in
the sand. Another fallacy, equally devoid
of foundation, is the belief that the female
leaves her eggs in the sand to be hatched
out in*the sun. This i8 not so. The male
and female =it alternately for forty-four
days; the male at night, the female dur-
ing the daytime. As an article of food an
ostrich egg is, to my taste, the most nause-
ous of dishes, and far more suitable as
an effective weapon in Chinese or political
warafare than to grace a breakfast table.

From all one had heard previous to be-
coming oneself an owner of ostriches, the
actual plucking of the birds is very unin-
teresting and disappointing. The birds are /
all huddled together in a kraal—when every
bird becomes as meek as a lamb—and ara
caugh: one by one; a bag or stocking is
placed over the head and neck, while two
experienced niggers clip the feathers. Dur-
ing winter the birds mus% be attended to
and ecarefully watched, as sometlmes the
weather is very Inclement for weeks to-
gether—the thermometer often registering
ten degrees of frost—and birds are apt
to fell off In condition. If a bird once
bhegins to sink in condition the greatest
ditficulty is experienced in getting him
right again, and often no amount of extra
feeding will pull him through.

SOLDIERS OF THE ALPS,

the

The Chasseurs of France and Italy

and Their Hardy Training.
FPhiladeipghia Times.

There is scarcely a body of troops In
any army whose duties are more striking
to the Iimagination than the French
chasseurs who guard the long line of the
Alps, His cap hanging lightly over his
ear, his rifle strapped across his knapsack
his open tunic showing.« his sun-burned
neck, his walst encircieu by his wide blue
sash and his muscular catoes swathed in
the woolen bands, the Alpine chasseur,
careless of the weight' of his heavy march-
ing equipments, picks his way easily
along the rocky cliff, treading solidly over
the rock from which the iron of his alpen-
stock strikes out sparks, and gazes far
down into’'the ravines with the deep eye
of a mountaineer.. Perhaps he dreams
while he keeps guard, for the life is one
favorable to contemplation as well as
hardihocod, and wvery likely this touch of
sentim:n. attracts the recruits who come
to the famoJss corps from the great cities,
though these men are in a munority, for
moest of the men are recruited among the
mighty mountal which they guard,

The Alpne ¢ seur undergoes a train-
ing all hus own. The first thing taught to
the young recrult or to the young officer
fresh from the academy is that his new
life demands of him special obligations.
The youth's morals must be carefully cultl-
vated, for he is in constant danger of
vertigo, slips and false steps; all traces of
timidity must be eradicated. As for falls,
there are numerous meortal accidents every
year. stone turns beneath the foot, a
creviesse gpens in the snow, a peg rolls
across the precipice; against such catas-
trophes there is no guarding. It is so
with the landslides, which happen in every
season of the year from the rains. Three
years ggo in the valley of the Tinee three
chasseurs of the rear guard of the Twenty-
third Battalion were thus swept away,
their companions escaping but by a few
seconds. And the avalanches and the
deadly vertigo, whica will suddenly seize
on the hardiest men, and the foolhard
feafs undertaken from bravado., Truly It
is a life of constant peril

There are no book rules for the special
tactics of marches and conflicts, but a body
of tradition based on the experience of past
wars and the annual maneuvers is the
gulde. These are early taught to the chas-
seur, and he is made free of a valuable

. lesson, that the sun, the stars and a pock-

etful of compasses are of no earthly use
to him; what he needs to know is the lay
of the land and the trend of the mountains
and valleys and ranges,

The chasseurs leave winter quarters at
th2 beginning of summer for three months’
campaigning in the mountains—that 1s the
time to see them at their best—gay, alert
and enduring, marching night and day over
terrible roaas, drenched with rain or with

erspiration, heavily laden, but always

ccping the unalterable gayety of the
French soldier, and what lessons thsy learn
during the maneuvers of the tricl's that
the mountains have in store for thera. You
hear an infernal fusillade, a fearfvl thun-
der, & roll of musketry close besile you,
surely the attack Is being made jus: there,
around toat point of rocks. The puint of
rocks Is turned, when suddenly e noise
dies down and is.- heard far behind you.
It was an echo, and the battle is Wi
sbe rear. Anw now again, what is

gentle murmur that whispers among the
branches, a distant rolling sound, whose
muffled hum does not hush the ri {e of the
brook? There Is fighting in e valley
acrcas the range. The column advances un-
disturbed, and scarcely has it gone a hun-
drefl paces higher than the din breaks out
with intolerable force, and the projecting
rocks hurl it pitilessly; in your ears. The
advance guard is engaged, and you already
smell powder. The mountain has deceived
sou Again.

J'Andmlwhst. dificult fighting it is, The
battalion comes on iIn Indian file and
spreads out in open order among the rocks,
firing as it advances in broken, irregular
front. All at once the enemy appears in
force. A retfat is hastily ordered and the
column makes the best of its way back
again in Indian fille once more, Suddenly
there is a halt. What has happened on the
rear guard? A piece has fallen or a land-
slide has blocked the way. The engineers
go hastily to work, and soon is heard the
explosion of a dynamite cartridge and the
way is clear again, Nor is the clhasseur
battling only against man, but with the
elements, with the terrible snowstorms
which blind him, the whirlwinds of winter,
and in summer the furnace-like ravines
where no air stirs, and whu>e rocks have
been blanched by the pitiless sun. Fortu-
nately for him these very dangers will
diminish the occasions for combat between
himself and his hardy rival on the Italian
«ide if 'war breaks out between the two
countries, for men cannot fight each other
when nature has decided to make war with
them. Between the French and the Itallan
chasseurs, by the way, there is great emu-
lation and respect. They sometimes meet
on the frontier line during ‘'maneuvers, and
it has frequently happened that they have
sat down to a meal together at a table
whose legs are carefully planted two in
France and two in Italy, with the simple
goldierly dishes and the country wine In
the mliddle, *

The New Football Rules, '
New York Evering Sun. :

The changes in the rules for this ryea.r
make any effort to infer anything from
the work of the various elevens last year
gheer folly, for they completely change the
game. Last year it was a closed game;
this year it will be an open game. The
chief changes in the rules are in making
it imperative to start the game with a
kick-off and the abolition of heavy mass
plays. The effect of these changes Iis

obvious. ]
The first will make the possession of the
the game of no

ball at the opening of

special advantage, for M go to the
opposite side on the first play. The sec-
ond will spoil to a large extent interfer-
ence play. In fact, the trend of the new
rules is to force a kick at every sible
opportunity—to make football a kickin
game and a fleld for individual work—and,
a well-known graduate of one of the big
universities remarked this morning, no one
would be surprised to find the coll
playing according t6 the English university
rules within a yery few years,

As a result the new rules, elevens
will have to be rated from a somewhat dif-
ferent standpoint. Last year a stron
center was looked upon as the bulwark o
strength. To Yale's comparatively weak
center was ascribed her defeat by Prince-
ton. This vear it will be the full-backs
and half-backs upon whom, to a great ex-
tent, will depend the issue of the games.
Of course, strong centers are still a most
desirable factor, but they will no longer
bave to withstand the onslanght of a
small army, for the rules prohibit the
massing of more tham three players for a
wedge.

Inggonnection with the new rules it hll
been alleged that Walter Camp “‘worked”
the committee in Yale's interzst—that he
simply proposed the amendments and the
commititee adopted them. On the other
hand, It may be stated, on the authority
of one who knew all about the workings
of the committee, that Walter Camp failed
to obtaln the wvery changes he most de-
sired, and that the present changes were
chiefly the work of other brains

=

An lnvu;uent.

No form of investment is =o safe as the
perfect diamond—not only is the run:hnae
money profitably invested, but it is in

t—and the more In #ght the greater

the dividends of pleasiuTe 0 the investor,

all on J. C. Sips, room 4 Oid nej
gtllndlns. and invest in a bvautiful d.
—
Good pianos rented at Bryanl's and rent
arplied on purchase later. .

[ndiana State Fairl
SEPTEMBER 17 to 22, 1894

This Will Be the Greatest of All Fairs!
TUESDAY, SEPT. 18,

CHILDREN’S DAY

All childre wnder twelve years, and teachers in charge

of pupils, adnu  d free.

b

13 RACES

BEGINNING ...

TUESDAY, AT 1:30 P. M.
The Midway Plaisance, Coup's Horse Curriculum,

"And TRAINED DOGS,
Will be exhibited every day.

MUSIC DAY

FRIDAY, SEPT. 21

The SECOND REGIMENT BAND, of Chicago, with
40 men; the BELKSTEDT BAND, of Cincinnati, with 40
men; the RINGOLD BAND, of Terre Haute, with 22 men,
and the INDIANAPOLIS MILITARY BAND, with 26
men, all under the management of Prof. Lem H. WiLEY, of
Peoria, T1L

o ASSEMBLY CALL AT 12 M. @3

CUT GLASSWARE
And Fancy China.

CHARLES MAYER & CO.

29 & 31 West Washington Street.




